*The passive voice (to be + past participle) puts the object in the place of the subject.  It is used for variety or to show that the person doing the action is not so important. Look at the following two examples :

Elisabeth made the flying machine in 2001. »» The flying machine was made by Elisabeth in 2001.

(the subject)
  (the object)



(the object)


      (the subject)
Use the passive voice in the following sentences (to be + past participle)

1 At the beginning of the talk, Elisabeth Streb _________ (to be = see) standing on stage, speaking to the audience.

2 Elisabeth's first fears ________________ (cause) by a fire in the barn and her father.

3 Elisabeth ______________ (save) from further pain by a falling technique she invented.

4 The characteristics of curious and motivated ___________________ (attribute) to Streb.  (present perfect)

5 Several falling techniques _______________ (master) by Elisabeth's new learners at  SLAM.  (obligation)

6 Streb's life ________________________ (mark) by many great accomplishments in the future. 

7 Elisabeth's earlier travels __________________ (compare) to the movie Easy Rider. 

8 Elisabeth's followers ____________________ (turn + prep) believers that flying is possible for humans.

Brief review of modal verbs : can - could = capacity / cannot (can't) – could not = incapacity
can – could = possibility  /  can't – couldn't = impossibility  / must = obligation  / must not = interdiction
need not = absence of obligation  /  should – ought to = advice or rather strong possibility (75%) /

can – could – may = permission or possibility (could/may possibility 50%)  /  Must +verb = certainty
Will +verb = certainty  /  could – might = uncertainty
Use the correct Modal Verbs in the following sentences
1 Elisabeth ________ go back to London with all of her machines next year. (not very possible)


2 Elisabeth ______ eventually open a SLAM center in Paris. (a 50% chance)





3 Elisabeth ________ be decorated by the Canadian president.  (a 50% chance – different verb than number 2)

4 Elisabeth _______________ be able to convince you to join her SLAM center. (fairly certain)

5 Elisabeth _______ teach people how to land before they can jump off platforms. (very certain / obligation)

6 Elisabeth __________ stay airborne for more than a few seconds. (impossibility – 0 chance)


7 Watching plywood fall ______ be how Elisabeth discovered her falling technique. (highly possible).

8 Strangely enough Elisabeth never learned how to swim.  She _____ swim but she sure can fly. (incapacity)

9 If you are interested in flying, Elisabeth will say, "You ___________ try." (advice)

10 Elisabeth _____________ a job at a health club, but he __________ take it. (passive, past impossibility)

11 If Elisabeth _______, she _______ teach the world how to fly. (imagined possibility + imagined certainty)
12 Elisabeth's life _______ be much easier if he __________________ (bear) rich. (strong past possibility 
    / certainty – non-réalisé, passive)
13 Elisabeth is like a dog who ___________ let go of his bone. (refuse to)

14 As a kid, Elisabeth ____________ control her curiosity. (past impossibility / incapacity)

15 New machines __________________ (build) by Elisabeth, but not without the help of her collaborators. (50% possibility, passive)
